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Research Purpose, Questions and Methodology
• Purpose

– Ascertain barriers to and identify solutions 
to bicycle use among Blacks and Hispanics

• Research Questions
1. Why do Blacks and Hispanics choose not to 

bicycle?
2. What prevents current B-H’s from choosing 

to bicycle more?
3. What can be done to encourage all of them 

to bicycle more often?

• Methodology/Data Collection
– Literature Review
– Two focus groups ($50 cash incentive)
– Intercept surveys in 34 towns
– Two surveys (bicyclists & non-bicyclists)



• Demographic Characteristics of Survey Respondents

– 2,061 intercept surveys collected
– 38% Black/African-American, 32% Hispanic/Latino, 16% White, 3% Asian, 4% Biracial
– Persons in age group 18 – 24 years old made up the largest share of respondents 

(21%)
– 54% percent of respondents were males
– The educational attainment of the respondents is lower than the population of New 

Jersey as a whole but comparable to the population residing within the study area (i.e., 
34 towns)

– The respondents are poorer than the population within the study area and New Jersey 
as a whole

– 80% of households have two or more adults present 
– 49% of households have no children present
– More than one-quarter (27%) of households reported not having bicycles present
– Respondents reported having few motor vehicles available in their households than 

those in the study area and NJ as a whole

About the Respondents 



Country of Origin

MAJOR TAKEAWAY: Nearly 1 in 4 (21%) spent their formative years outside the US.
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Major Takeaway: Nearly 1 in 4 (21%) spent their formative years outside the US. That percentage jumps to 40% when you only consider those who identify as a person of color.
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Select Results from Questions Unique 
to the Bicyclist Survey
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Bicyclists made up 47% of the survey respondents. Questions unique to bicyclists in the bicyclist survey touched on bicycle frequency, reasons for bicycling, safe places to bicycle to and from home, and bicycle club membership



Bicyclists – Reasons for Cycling

30%

26%

11% 10% 10% 10%

2%

HEALTH FUN LOW COST FAST TRAVEL 
OPTION

CONVENIENT GOOD FOR 
ENVIRONMENT

OTHER

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: The majority (56%) bicycle to be HEALTHIER and to have FUN.
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Why do you bicycle? MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: The majority (56%) bicycle to be HEALTHIER and to have FUN.




Bicyclists – Locations to Bicycle to in their Neighborhoods

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: Nearly 1 in 4 (22%) feel they can safely bike to local parks or trails from their homes.
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Where can you safely bicycle to and from your home? MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: Nearly 1 in 4 (22%) feel they can safely bike to local parks or trails from their homes.




Bicyclists – Club Membership

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: An overwhelming majority (93%) are not active in bicycle clubs/organizations.
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Select Results from Questions Unique 
to the Bicyclist Survey
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Non-Bicyclists made up 53% of the survey respondents. Questions unique to bicyclists in the non-bicyclist survey touched on bicycle ability and interest, negative bicycle experiences, and reasons for choosing not to bicycle



Non-Bicyclists – Ability and Interest

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: Majority (84%) know how to bicycle, and more women and Hispanic respondents 
are interested in learning than their counterparts.
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Do you know how to ride a bicycle? If not, are you interested in learning? MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: Majority (84%) know how to bicycle, and more women and Hispanic respondents are interested in learning than their counterparts.




Non-Bicyclists – Reasons for not Cycling
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MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: More than one-quarter (28%) do not own a bicycle and 11% don’t feel safe.
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What don’t you currently bicycle? MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: More than one-quarter do not own a bicycle and 11% don’t feel safe.




Non-Bicyclists – Negative Bicycle Experiences

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: More than one-quarter reported having had a negative bicycling experience and a 
sizable minority stated that it limits how often they choose to cycle.
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Have you ever had a negative bicycling experience and did it limit how often you chose to cycle? Comparatively, more Blacks non-bicyclists do not bicycle due to disabilities/physical limitations, not owning a bicycle, and not having a safe place to bicycle than their counterparts.



Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey www.policy.rutgers.edu

Questions Identical in Both Surveys
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Questions identical in both surveys touch on cost and maintenance, awareness of and interest in bicycle share programs, perceived access to political power, police harassment, etc.



Survey Findings: Cost and Maintenance

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: 
• More than one-quarter (28%) of all respondents feel that a bicycle is too expensive to purchase 

and maintain.
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Are bicycles expensive to purchase and maintain? Black respondents and those earning less than the state median household income were more likely to agree with this statement than their counterparts.




Survey Findings: Bike Share Programs Twitter: @ctbrown1911

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: The majority of all respondents (54%) were not aware of CitiBike (NYC) or 
Indego (Philadelphia).
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White and Asian respondents, bicyclists and males were more aware of these systems than their counterparts.



Survey Findings: Bike Share Programs
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MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: Overwhelming majority (85%) stated they would use bicycle share.
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A higher proportion of female and Hispanics respondents showed interested than their counterparts. 



Survey Findings: Who Bicycles? Twitter: @ctbrown1911

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: The majority of all respondents (60%) believe bicycling is done by the 
middle class; however, more than one-quarter (29%) believe it is done by the poor.
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Who do you believe bicycles the most? MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: The majority of all respondents (60%) believe bicycling is done by the 
middle class; however, more than one-quarter (29%) believe it is done by the poor.




Survey Findings: Access to Political Power
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Notice the lack of quality infrastructure, including bicycle lanes/sharrows, sidewalks, benches, trees, pedestrian-scale lighting, property maintenance, etc.



Survey Findings: Access to Political Power

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: 
• Majority (56%)  of all respondents believe that it is unlikely that government would do so.
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Low-income respondents, those earning less than NJ’s median household income, were not as optimistic as their counterparts.



Survey Findings: Government Support and Investment

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: 
• Majority (63%) of all respondents do not feel their government supports and invests in cycling.
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A higher proportion of males, Asians and households earning $250k or more were much more optimistic than their counterparts.



Survey Findings: Bike Lanes

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: 
• Nearly 8 out of every ten respondents stated they would like a bike lane on their street.
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The addition of bicycle lanes were favored more by Hispanic respondents and those earning between $150k and 250k annually.



Survey Findings: Safe Bicycle Storage

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: 
• Less than 1 out of 4 non-bicyclists reported having a safe place to store their bicycles, versus 9 

out of 10 bicyclists.
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A higher proportion of Hispanic and male respondents reported having storage than their counterparts. 



Survey Findings: Bicycle Theft

MAJOR TAKEAWAY: 
• One-third of all respondents reported being victims of bike theft.

• 43% of males reported being victims; males reported being victimized more than TWICE as 
much of females.  
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Survey Findings: Child Safety Twitter: @ctbrown1911

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: 
• The majority of all respondents (54%) do not feel that children are safe from traffic when 

bicycling in their neighborhoods.
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Generational fear. This viewpoint is highest among non-bicyclists regardless of race/ethnicity. Comparatively, a higher proportion of females and Hispanics feel this way.



Survey Findings: Professional Bicycle Training

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: 
• A majority of all participants (90%) have not received professional bicycle training.
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This is highest among Blacks respondents, females and non-bicyclists.



Survey Findings: Perceived Police Harassment 

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS: 
• More than 1 out of every ten respondents (13%) reported being unfairly stopped by a police 

officer.
• Males reported being stopped at a rate 7x than that of females.
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Minorities reported being unfairly stopped at a higher rate than White respondents.



Survey Findings: Perceived Barriers to Cycling

All Respondents Bicyclists Non-Bicyclists

Variables % Ranking % Ranking % Ranking
Fear of traffic collision 58% 1 48% 1 68% 1
Fear of robbery/assault 30% 2 29% 2 30% 2

Fear of being profiled by the 
police 14% 5 16% 5 13% 5

Fear of verbal harassment 10% 7 8% 7 12% 5
Fear of being stranded with 

broken bicycle 20% 4 18% 4 22% 4
Cost of bicycle maintenance 11% 6 9% 7 13% 5

Pavement Condition 26% 3 25% 3 27% 3
Pregnancy/small children 9% 7 8% 8 9% 6



Survey Findings: Perceived Barriers to Cycling



Survey Findings: Potential Solutions 

All Respondents Bicyclists Non-Bicyclists

Variables Number Ranking Number Ranking Number Ranking
Bicycle lane between you and 

your destination 1071 1 517 1 554 1
Off-street bicycle path between 

you and your destination 1031 2 515 2 516 2
Secure bicycle parking at your 

destination 995 3 486 3 509 3
Better weather 970 4 480 4 490 5

If you did not have a car 963 5 459 6 504 4
If your destination was closer 949 6 440 7 509 3

Bicycle Events 871 7 460 5 411 6
If the bus/train was closer 730 8 367 8 363 7

If you did not have small children 652 9 337 9 315 8
Total 8232 4061 4171
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What’s Next?
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Questions identical in both surveys touch on cost and maintenance, awareness of and interest in bicycle share programs, perceived access to political power, police harassment, etc.



Part II – Barriers to Bike Access & Use Among Minority Women



New Web Series: Walking Towards Justice



Thank You!
Charles T. Brown, MPA
Email: charles.brown@ejb.rutgers.edu
Twitter: @ctbrown1911
Phone: 848-932-2846
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