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Cambridge, MA
Population

110,893 people
Area

6.39 square miles
16.54 square kilometers

Population density

17,354 people / sq. mi.
6,741 people / sq. km.



Prior to 2016
�State law mandated a 30 mph default speed limit in thickly settled areas (all 

of Cambridge)
�Posted speed limits had to be approved by State, required speed study and 

setting speed limit based on 85th percentile
�20 mph school zones could be installed in front of schools without State 

approval

Authority to set speed limits in Cambridge



In 2016
�Municipal Modernization Bill passes
�State law allows 25 mph default speed limit in thickly settled areas (all of 

Cambridge)
� School zone process stays the same
�State enacts new law relative to safety zones

Section 18B. (a) Notwithstanding section 18 or any other general or special law to the contrary, the 
city council, the transportation commissioner of the city of Boston, the board of selectmen, park 
commissioners, a traffic commission or traffic director of a city or town that accepts this section in 
the manner provided in section 4 of chapter 4 may, in the interests of public safety and without 
further authority, establish designated safety zones on, at or near any way in the city or town which 
is not a state highway, and with the approval of the department if the same is a state highway. Such 
safety zones shall be posted as having a speed limit of 20 miles per hour.

Authority to set speed limits in Cambridge



Range of speed limits in Cambridge

State Roads Default / Major City-owned streets

School Zones Safety Zones
Squares and Local-Access

State roads

Varies

Citywide Default / Major City-Owned Sts.

25 mph / 40 kph

School Zones

20 mph / 32 kph

Safety Zones
Squares and Primarily Local-Access Sts.

20 mph / 32 kph



Range of speed limits in Cambridge (future)



Range of speed limits in Cambridge (future)



Range of speed limits in Cambridge (future)



Population

750,000 people
Area

85 square miles
220 square kilometers

Population density

8,800 people / sq. mi.
3,400 people / sq. km.

Seattle, WA



Code of Washington (46.61.415)
�Allows local agencies to set speed limits based on an engineering study and 

MUTCD

Washington Neighborhood Safe Streets Bill (2013)

�Speed limits on non-arterials can be set to 20 mph without a speed study

Authority to set speed limits in Seattle



Range of speed limits in Seattle

State Routes (40mph+) Downtown Core (25mph)

Urban Villages (30-25mph) Residential Streets (20mph)

State Roads

30-50mph / 48-80kph

Citywide Default

25 mph / 40 kph

Lowered arterial speed limit 
from 30 to 25 mph in 2016

Residential Streets

20 mph / 32 kph

Lowered residential speed limit 
from 25 to 20 mph in 2016



Range of speed limits in Seattle (North)



Range of speed limits in Seattle (South)



Seattle Downtown Core & Center City



Speed Limit Results - Seattle



Speed Limit Results - Seattle



Where Are We Going - Seattle
































