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ÅFocus growth to more 

efficiently serve it 

 

Å80% of city growth in 

centers/villages since 

1994 

 

 

 

 

 

Seattleõs growth 

strategy 
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LOS requirements 

  

ÅState Growth Management Act (GMA) requires:  
ïComprehensive plans to address growth 

ïLevel-of-service standards (LOS) for transit routes and local arterials to 

gauge system performance 
 

ÅGMA concurrency: allow development if: 
ïLOS is met 

ïOr commitments are in place to ensure system capacity within 6 years 
 

ÅPuget Sound Regional Council (MPO) 
ïCertifies local comprehensive plan certification 

ïWants multi-modal LOS emphasizing people-moving capacity 
  



Existing LOS 

ÅVolume/capacity (V/C) 

measured across 

arterial screenlines 
 

ïPM peak period 

directional volumes 

ïSum of capacities 

 

ÅV/C ratios range from  

1.0 to 1.2 

 

ÅCalculated yearly 

 

 

 

 



Analysis of screenline LOS 
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Pros Cons 

ÅEasy to calculate with a 

travel demand model 

ÅEnsures development will 

be permitted 

ÅScreenlines analyze key 

areas and choke points in 

city 

 

ÅDoes not assess system 

performance ð allows 

gridlock 

ÅDoes not allow assessment 

of capital improvements 

ÅPresents òlast person inó 

issue for developers 

ÅNot truly multi-modal  
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Daily commute trips into Center City 
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Seattle is 
growing  



Limited ROW 



Modal space efficiencies 

200 people in 177 cars 200 people in a light rail vehicle 



Move more people in same space 



Measuring space efficiency 


