Creativity in
the Curb Lane

Designing Natural Ecology
within an Urban Setting

Jane Martin
AIA / ASLA / APLD / LEED AP




San Francisco — as its residents and the world experiences it




San Francisco — as its residents also experience




Simple idea: Remove excess pavement & put in a garden, 2003




One Small Project: A Sidewalk Garden




Immediate Results




CONTEXT 1

Combined sewer system - building wastewater combines with storm water




When volume exceeds capacity - Combined Sewer Overflows and backups




WAHHIHG'

TR s W P By Chod o el

BETRE oA TRET WTH FoAS Gl LS
e ol F oDy P ST i wrial B FeomalalrT [ASTEL
THE DLEAN

O

iAVISO!

(Rl T O BCAS LGN D)1, Cod Ak o Ol
TORMENTA IFOE DR LSS NI RMECADE S

ESTTE DO TRC O D08 BCALA. OO DE SoboCl o Dl

TR T e a b o fwilion mch v P BEE A
DoDiol Dl miiesr s B DOl

Result: Disruption, damage and health hazards of E.coli and Hepatitis A




Resarvosr

Pilariios
Reservolr

Crystal
Springs
Reservoll

HALF MOON BAY

SAN FRANCISCD BAY

Crystal Springs Dam

Crystal Springs
Bypass Tunnel

Pulgas Tansal

Pulgas

Viater Temple PALD ALTO

‘Ban ANBAG
Reservolr

Coast Rangs
Tunnel

Foathill
Tummel
San Jeaguin
Pipetines

r
[Cherry Lake)

Gharry Power Tunnel

Hobmy
Can
Powarbouse (e mﬂ

TUOLUMNE |
RIVER 5\
=" 0'Shaughnessy Dam
Kirkwood Powerhouse
Earty mtaka
- Prisst Diversion Dam
Resarvoir
OCC A RN
Powerhouse and
Reserdolr

Hew Don Pedro
Revervolr

FOREST

YOSEMITE
MNATIONAL
PARK

CONTEXT 2

Water supply is from Yosemite, 160 miles away
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CONTEXT 3
Food Security: ‘Local’ Food is 60-400 Miles Away (100-650km)




De-pave excess concrete — keep rain out of sewer, replenish aquifer, grow plants
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Formalize as policy in 2006: Reduce obstacles — Provide support & incentives
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Engaging people with public space to steward the environment




Park-ing Day: Alternative use of Curb Lane
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Members of the Mission Coalition. a group of 30+ non-profits based District & residapre By the end of the installation, all Supervisor MoGoaldrick
I the 8izsian District, distrcls wera represanted recejives his dahlia.

Mayor’s Parking space: Engage citizens with City Government




SF Planning Department: “Pavement to Parks” program 2009




Site: 9,000 sf of excess roadway identified for temporary park




Engage neighbors to increase scope and impact




Native species at sidewalks, apple trees at de-paved medians




Found materials, simple construction details




Seating, sculpture, raised planters
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Active recreation: Unstructured play
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Persiemon ‘Blackord Luginus arboreus "Yeliow Bush Lupine’ Perennial
Pensiemon ‘Peter's Purple Mahcnis scultilm (Chotecherry) CA Perennisi
Pasocamus macraphyius Proemium Tom Thumb’ Stvun (Grass)
Piygala damaisiana (Snowpea) X Ssyrinchium bellum Folrt Reyes’ CA Ferenisl
Prolea “Susannas
Proles exima Duchess’ Festuca Ruora Moaie CA Grass
Ssin apina ‘Ceremonis Wiite' cASMS Geranium bickowa Perennial
Saivia Cievelanail ‘Alen Chickering CA Shrub Geranium M Perennial
Simyrinchium bellum (Blue Eyec Grass) CA Pererriz Jurcus patens CA Perenria
Secum (various) Suzcuent Maius domestica ‘Granny Smilt' (Aopie) Fruting Tree

Maius domestica Meirose” (Appie) Fruting Tree
Achilea miietolum PRk Parmnepe Perennial
Ascrium {various) Pensizmon ‘G.Holly's White" Perennial
Aloe {variows)
Carex testaces Frane Fire’ Carex testaces Prane Fire’ Perennial
Coprosma Evening Gows Comus {Dogwood) CA St
Gailardis ‘Arzons Sun’ Ergeron Sants Sarsars CA Perenriy
Gaivern speciosa Dodanses wscosa ‘Pupures’ Smail Tree
Hebe Kenbostock Lantana monlevidensis Furple’ Stvun
Lariana camara ‘Radisgon
Leanoss ieonurts Orange” (Lion Tal) Barnga bolana Bamcoe
Leucodendmn Jester Chusques culeou ‘Chilean Straight Bamcce
Leucodenamn irmcilm Semisnundinans fastuoss Tempie Bsmico”
Leucodenarn ‘Sstan Sunset
MUl surantiscus Eucatypus Blue Gum
Mrmus punceus Eucatyptus Red Gun'
Pensiemon ‘Raspbery Partal X Monierey Cypress
Prormium tenax ‘Alropurpures’ X Monierey Pine
Pensiamon ‘Ray Goodencugh ~
Penstemon “Wine Red
Persiemon ‘Bocm Boom Sorste’ 3 = Regionsily native speckes.
Rhameus calformics (cofieeserry)
Symahonicamus racemasis (Snowberry) This page s svaliabie for Gownioad Bt www. PisntSF om.

Zauschnena calfomica (CA Fuschia)

Passive recreation: native plant list for observation




Site: 8,000 sf of excess roadway identified for permanent park - 2010




Naples Green — Color, fragrance, rambling pathways for active use
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‘Parklet’ amenity to renovated front garden
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Completed 2012
Privately funded

First (and only) parklet at residence

Non-commercial

$20,000 (design, fees, materials, labor)
6’ x 25’ (150sf, $133 /sf)

Increases effective front yard by 16’







Materials pre-assembled off-site for quick installation time
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3 zones: Parklet, Sidewalk, Front Yard




Extended landing: usable stoop integrates landmark building with modern design




Existing slope accommodated by new permeable patio




Containers mediate the scale of cars and provide significant buffer




Design for abundance: Integration of habitat/forage with social space




Design to engage the senses




Design specificity for social engagement







LATIN AMERICAN ART GALLE
CUSTOM FRAMIN/

Accommodates small gatherings




... and large events




C
9
e

(@)

©

[ -

O
e
£
O
e}

-]

o

| -
ie,

)]
Q0
=

C

-
=

o

o

o
@




... such as Shakespeare in the Parklet




Sustainability: Making cities more livable broadens the
spectrum of people who will choose to live in them.




