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Plan Best Practices

01 Detail and color should be used to focus on the 

drawing’s primary content, all other elements 

should be radically simplified (but are critical for 

orienting the reader).

02 Level of detail must be appropriate to the drawing’s 

scale

03 Linework should be avoided due to legibility and 

printing issues. Simplify linework radically and 

use fields as much as possible.

04 Not as easy to read for laypersons – can we avoid 

traditional plans altogether?

Two-dimensional Section Best 

Practices

01 Most valuable drawing type for describing the 

defining characteristics of a street

02 Simple, diagrammatic sections of multiple streets, 

aligned 

vertically, enable quick comparison of street types.

03 Markers and icons can be used in conjunction with a 

section drawing to organize the entire document

04 Superior drawing type for describing underground

features such as drainage

Three-dimensional Section Best Practices

01 Enables the reader to orient themselves more easily; less abstract 

than traditional section

02 Even showing a very minimal amount of receding space can have 

a significant impact in aiding legibility

03 Orient dimension strings and numbers with the perspective

Axon, Iso, and Aerial Perspective Best Practices

01 Simple three-dimensional representations can allow reader to orient 

themselves much more quickly.

02 Drawings in 3D tend to be more interactive and captivating because 

they can contain more information than 2D drawings

03 Use lineweights, color and masks to create hierarchy and highlight the 

drawing’s primary content

04 Choose a view/angle that maximizes exposure of ground plane

05 Especially useful for describing intersections



Street Types
Design the graphic language to communicate the range 

of Boston street types. 













Drawing Types
One type of drawing can’t do it all.









Web Site
Put everything on line.































The Blue Book
The final product is still important.






